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We present a stochastic CA modelling approach of corrosion based on spatially separated electrochemical half-
reactions, diffusion, acido-basic neutralization in solution and passive properties of the oxide layers. Starting
from different initial conditions, a single framework allows one to describe generalised corrosion, localised
corrosion, reactive and passive surfaces, including occluded corrosion phenomena as well. Spontaneous spatial
separation of anodic and cathodic zones is associated with bare metal and passivated metal on the surface.
This separation is also related to local acidification of the solution. This spontaneous change is associated with
a much faster corrosion rate. Material morphology is closely related to corrosion kinetics, which can be used
for technological applications.
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1. Introduction

This paper is dedicated to Jean-Pierre Badiali.
Corrosion represents a substantial loss of about 4% of the world GDP yearly [1, 2] and concerns

most human activities. Thus, understanding and modelling corrosion is of strategic importance for
technological applications ranging from engineering structures, transport [3] to high-tech biological
implants [4]. Given its importance and the need for practical advances, two activities have emerged in
parallel with slightly different objectives. “Corrosion engineering” is aimed at practical advances and
relies on collecting data on corrosion in view of corrosion protection [5] while “Corrosion science”
being more academic, collects basic scientific knowledge and is aimed at understanding the corrosion
mechanisms [6]. In this paper, we contribute to the latter with some simulation modelling results.

Here, we shall study aqueous corrosion. And we limit our purpose to simple electrochemical corro-
sion discarding other processes like stress corrosion cracking, erosion, fatigue or microbial corrosion [7].
Despite these restrictions, corrosion remains a complex phenomenon. It involves chemical and electro-
chemical processes in different phases like solid-liquid phases, and concerns phenomena in volume as
well as interfaces. A wide variety of processes are involved, such as electron transfer and species diffusion
[8]. All different phenomena involved have a cross-interaction and evolution details may depend on: the
nature of the material, its forging history or composition like in alloys.

Two main types of corrosion are observed: generalized corrosion and localized corrosion. They
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have different features. Generalized corrosion occurs when the deterioration of the metal leads to more
or less uniform thickness loss of metal on the surface, although at smaller length scale there can be
surface roughness [9]. This type of corrosion is somewhat better understood or at least more predictable
since it can be characterised in terms of metal thickness loss per time unit. On the contrary, localized
corrosion is more tedious and may appear at apparently random locations on the metal surface [8].
Although more limited in space and affecting a limited quantity of metal, its consequences on the
integrity of the device may be far worse. In general, its kinetics is also much faster. Studying localized
corrosion has recently become more accessible due to the range of new in-situ microscopic probes. For
instance, electrochemical probes such as scanning reference electrode technique (SRET) [10] or scanning
electrochemical microscope (SECM) [11–13], physical probes like AFM, STM or chemical probes such
as focused ion beam-secondary ion mass spectroscopy (FIB-SIMS)[14, 15].

In this paper, we will focus more specifically on localized corrosion of metals in contact with a
solution disregarding more complex alloys. In our opinion, three different aspects are essential. (i) One
important phenomenon related to localized corrosion is passivation. One has to note that most metals are
thermodynamically unstable in standard conditions such as aqueous environment, a standard tool used
to determine thermodynamic stability being the Pourbaix diagram [16]. Passivation phenomenon was
introduced in 1790 by Keir [17, 18]. After that, in the experiments of Faraday, it was shown how placing
an iron sample in a diluted nitric acid will increase its dissolution, but with increasing the concentration
of the acid, the sample is protected and its dissolution is stopped unless the surface is scratched which
removes the passive layer and the corrosion resumes [19]. Note that passivation is based on a paradox.
The paradox states that the more prone to corrosion a metal is, due to the formation of the passive layer,
the slower corrosion is. (ii) We have seen earlier that the local breakdown of passivation leads to localized
corrosion which corresponds to different corrosion rates at different points of the metallic surface. This
leads us to point out another specificity of corrosion, the fact that this is an electrochemical reaction
constituted of two half-reactions: the anodic and the cathodic reaction [8]. These two half-reactions can
occur in the vicinity of one another but also at some distance. This is typically the case of pitting corrosion
where the anodic reaction is generally inside the pit and the cathodic reaction is outside [6]. However, the
two half-reactions are not independent. They require a charge transfer between the anodic and cathodic
half-reactions. This transfer of electrons in the metal or oxide, and ions in the solution which must then
be an electrolyte, is the so-called galvanic coupling. (iii) The existence of two distinct half-reactions
carries another important feature in the context of aqueous corrosion. The anodic and cathodic reactions
are related respectively to acidification or basification of the local environment [20, 21]. This will be
illustrated with the half-reactions presented in section 2.2.

Experiments conducted in order to understand corrosion have been carried out for over two hundred
years. And they are still the focus of intensive studies, whether from the industrial viewpoint or also from
more academical understanding [22]. In parallel, theoretical approaches have also been developed. They
are clearly useful for understanding, explaining experimental results and possibly lead to predictions.
In some cases, long term corrosion predictions modelling is the only option apart from observation of
archaeological analogues which do not correspond to nowadays technology [23].

Different theoretical approaches have been developed. One major challenge is that corrosion phe-
nomenon starts at the atomic scale but the resulting structure failures or influencing environmental
conditions are at the macroscopic scale. The description of corrosion must then cover many different
length scales as well as time scales and a variety of different approaches can be used [24, 25]. They
can be sorted from microscopic approaches (quantum chemistry, atomistic DFT) to macroscopic ap-
proaches (fluid dynamics, mechanics) or sorted by the subject like electrochemistry or thermodynamics.
Our approach can be understood in a scale hierarchy. At the macroscopic scale, there are, for instance,
approaches based on differential equations such as finite element methods (FEM) or its variants FDM
(finite difference methods), BEM (boundary element methods) [24, 26–28] but these are essentially de-
terministic [29]. At the other end of the scale there are approaches dealing with the atomistic or molecular
aspects [30–32] which are often interested in the initiation of corrosion and particularly in the breakdown
of the passive layer. Other approaches are at an intermediate scale. These are the mesoscopic approaches,
some still related to the microscopic scale like KMC (kinetic Monte Carlo) approaches [33] which are
still atomistic but on larger scales while some are distinctly at a larger scale like cellular automata (CA)
approaches (see for example reference [34] for an overview).
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As pointed out, no modelling can be comprehensive regarding the corrosion phenomenon. Such
modelling should span across so many spatial scales and embrace a large number of phenomena. In
our case of interest, passivation breakdown occurs at the atomic level whereas diffusion, for instance,
takes place at mesoscopic to macroscopic scale. We choose here to focus on a mesoscopic scale approach
which, in our opinion, provides an interesting link betweenmicroscopic andmacroscopic, more precisely,
CA approaches. These approaches have been used to describe various aspects of corrosion [34]. One
main contribution of this type of approaches is to couple chemical and electrochemical aspects to the
evolutions of morphological aspects [35–37]. First applied to generalized corrosion, they have been used
for studying the pitting corrosion [38]. The microscopic features cannot be modelled in detail at the
mesoscopic level. However, they can be introduced via some stochastic evolution rules which will depend
on the probabilities which represent the atomistic processes that can induce a passivity breakdown at
a given location. This stochastic element is essential and contrasts with the macroscopic deterministic
approaches.

The model we consider accounts for passivity, separates anodic and cathodic reactions and couples
the half-reactions on the metal side and on the solution side. We will emphasize the relation between the
kinetics and morphological aspects properties. These are essential features of localized corrosion. The
model was first developed by Jean-Pierre Badiali and collaborators within a two dimensional description
[39, 40]. It has recently been generalized to three dimensions [41, 42]. In this paper, in section 2, we
present the model. The model is then applied to three different case studies which have been previously
investigated. We will emphasize common features and specificities, in section 3.1. Finally, in section 3.2,
we will present new applications and discuss some perspectives.

2. Cellular automata model of corrosion

2.1. Why and which cellular automata modelling

Before presenting themodel, we would like to stress our tribute to Jean-Pierre Badiali’s rationalisation
of corrosion. It was in his mind that corrosion is a highly complex process and tackling all aspects is
clearly out of reach at present. In this context, he thought it would be beneficial to forge a simple model,
which he chose within the CA framework, to help analysing and understanding.

The CA allows us a simple lattice representation of reality, associating lattice sites to the states of
matter. These states evolve following simple rules. These rules can represent both changes in the states of
matter, i.e., chemical reactions, but also diffusion (swapping algorithm). It has recently been shown that
in contrast to common belief, CA can provide a quantitative description of electrochemical processes
[43]. CA is appealing taking into consideration that combining spatial representation and evolution rules,
it naturally correlates reactivity to local environment, hence morphology, and provides mutual feedback
mechanisms which can drastically modify the kinetics. The approach uses an intermediate mesoscopic
scale which can provide large-scale effects of a microscopically randomly generated corrosion event and
can cover far longer corrosion times than those that can be simulated at atomistic or molecular scale.

A first illustration of this mutual effect is seen in early works of Jean-Pierre Badiali on lithium
batteries, illustrating the fundamental role of passivation on the morphology and kinetics [44–47]. The
initial point was the Eden model that used to study the morphology of the growth of the passive layer on
the lithium immersed in a solvent. They observed a porous morphology of the passive filmwhose features
depended on chemical, geometrical, deposition rate parameters. In this modelling, they introduced the
idea of lattice sites poisoning [44]. This started a series of models on passivation [45–47].

The second class of phenomena that affect the morphology and kinetics is that of diffusion. A few
years later in 2001, Taleb et al. studied the formation of films separating two interfaces: metal|layer
and layer|ionic solution [48]. This model considers: (i) metal corrosion at metal|passive layer interface,
(ii) layer growth at the passive layer|solution interface and (iii) diffusion of metallic species from themetal
towards the passive layer|solution interface to transform into layer and contribute to its expansion. The
novelty lies in the coupling of the two interfaces due to the diffusion species. This study was compared to
the results obtained from this extension to the Eden model. In the Eden model, the species instantly reach
the interfaces at any position which would correspond to infinite diffusion speed and there is not size
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limit to the growth. The new model entails a hindrance from diffusion and shows how the morphology of
interfaces and kinetics is tributary from diffusion. This model first studied in [48] was modified changing
the Pilling-Bedworth parameter (ratio of the oxide to metal molar volume) to a typical value larger than
one [49, 50]. In [51], it was shown that such a model with the addition of different kinetics according to
localization within the pit could predict a large variety of morphologies. The initial focus of the models
was on the solid layer growth with variants accounting for the effect of the defects in the metal [52] and
of dissolution of the passive layer on the evolution processes [53, 54].

Finally, these initial models assumed an anodic and a cathodic reaction at the same location. Then,
an important step accomplished by Jean-Pierre Badiali and coworkers was to consider the two electro-
chemical half-reactions at different locations [39, 40]. Doing so, the description of the solution also had
to be changed since acidic species are created at the anodic reaction and, vice versa, basic species are
created at the cathodic site. This new model naturally introduced heterogeneity in the description, on the
solid surface as well as in solution. The heterogeneity leads to different kinetics at different locations of
the metal surface and induces roughness of the corrosion front and possible detachment of small islands
with an undefined shape from the passive layer; the chunk effect. Later in 2007, they related the deviation
of the Faraday’s law with the chunk effect [39, 40, 54].

All these works have been essential steps in improving our understanding of corrosion. In particular,
the more recent model with separate anodic and cathodic reactions provides effective scenarios of corro-
sion. To allow for comparison with experimental observations, the model has recently been generalized
to three dimensional space [41, 42]. We now give the details of this model.

2.2. Chemical reactions and CA model

The physico-chemical model has been presented before in [41, 42] and is summarized in table 1. For
aqueous corrosion, regardless of the nature of the metal, the model is based on simplifying assumptions:
basic electrochemical reactions (anodic and cathodic) and simplified chemistry (no pollutants, only H+
and OH− ions). The reactions at the metallic surface are simultaneous anodic and cathodic half-reactions
that may occur at two randomly distributed sites of the surface, they have been detailed in [41]. In the
case of aqueous corrosion, these are redox electrochemical reactions, possibly followed by hydrolysis.
We consider the case of hydrogen evolution. They are summarized in the first column of table 1, with
two alternative realizations depending on acidic or basic environment. The two half-reactions are called
spatially separated (SSE) reactions. As mentioned above, they are not independent. They require a flow
of electrons between the anodic and the cathodic sites as well as ions in the solution. The model must
then ensure a continuous metallic path to allow for electrons to travel between anodic and cathodic
sites. We also account for local electrochemical reactions in the form of a passivation reaction in the
basic environment and a dissolution reaction in neutral or acidic environment named Spatially Joint
reactions (SJ). In addition to the surface reactions, we also define the neutralisation reaction in solution

H+ + OH− −→ H2O. (2.1)

Table 1. (Color online) Electrochemical reactions summary.

Chemical reaction CA rule Environment Probability
Anodic
M + H2O −→ MOHaq + H+ + e− Reactive −→ Acidic Acidic, Neutral Psse

M + OH− −→ MOHsolid + e− Reactive + Basic −→ Passive + Neutral Basic Psse
Cathodic

H+ + e− −→ 1
2 H2 Surface + Acidic−→ Surface + Neutral Acidic, Neutral Psse

H2O + e− −→ 1
2 H2 + OH− Surface + Neutral −→ Surface + Basic Basic Psse

Spatially Joint (SJ) reactions
M + H2O −→ MOHsolid +

1
2 H2 Reactive−→ Passive Basic 1

MOHsolid −→ MOHaq Passive−→ Neutral Acidic, Neutral P′oxi × Nexc, Poxi

Surface = Reactive or Passive, Nexc = Algebraic difference of acidic and basic sites around a selected metal site

33802-4



Contribution of cellular automata to the understanding of corrosion phenomena

The counterpart of the physico-chemical system in the framework of CA has also been presented
in [41, 42] and shown in the second column of table 1. The lattice is cubic and each lattice cell is
given a state, the typical lattice size used here will be 256 × 256 × 256 sites. For the solid species, we
define site M for the bulk sites of metal, R for metal reactive sites on the surface and P for the passive
layer constituted of oxide. The species in solution are A for acidic H+ ions and B for basic OH− ions
and finally the neutral solution is E. The CA is given the Moore connectivity with 26 neighbours, to
allow for a finer range of acidity values and less restrictive diffusion displacements. The reliability of
the reaction-diffusion algorithm has been verified in [43]. As indicated in table 1, some reactions are
associated with the probability parameters Psse for SSE reactions, P′oxi and Poxi for dissolution reaction in
acidic and neutral media, respectively, and with the variable Nexc accounting for the local pH. A typical
configuration and surface reactions are schematically shown in figure 1.

The neutralization reaction [equation (2.1)], in the CA, reads

A + B −→ E , (2.2)

and the diffusion is represented in the CA by a swapping procedure, for instance the acid A moves from
position 1 to position 2 in a random direction and neutral solution swaps in the opposite direction:

A1 + E2 −→ E1 + A2 , (2.3)

where A can be replaced by E and the position indices interchanged. This corresponds to a random walk
which follows the relation 〈l2〉 = 2dDt, where 〈l2〉 is the average square distance covered in a time t,
d = 3 is the space dimension and D is the diffusion coefficient of the species, which for simplicity is
taken identical corresponding to the average value for H+, OH− and equal to D = 7.3×10−5 cm2s−1 [55].
The typical dimension of the lattice site will be a = 10 µm, for which we obtain the simulation time step
∆tdiff = 9.48 × 10−3 s. This value takes into account a factor 2 due to the fact that in the algorithm, the
swapping procedure is taken for both configurations of position indices.

A more detailed description of the algorithm has been given as in [41, 42]. There is a main corrosion
loop with an inner diffusion, which is executed Ndiff times. Ndiff parameter then sets the corrosion time
step according to ∆tcorr = Ndiff∆tdiff .

The electric connectivity condition between anodic and cathodic sites on the main metal piece is
ensured using the burning algorithm which has been adapted for a parallel algorithm on GPU computing
[41, 56]. The roughening of the corrosion front can induce metal detachments. Now disconnected from
the main piece of metal, such islands no longer react in the algorithm. To have these islands evolving, a
dissolution mechanism is introduced with probability Pdiss. In this paper, Pdiss = 1. This implementation
of the algorithm does not essentially modify the dynamics of the main corrosion front.

Anode: 
Oxidation site

Cathode:
Reduction site

e-

Electron
Transfer

Neutral

Metal

Reactive

Passive

Acidic

Basic

Metal:

Solution:

metal in basic environment 

metal in acidic environment

Reactive Acidic

Surface+Acidic Surface+Neutral

Figure 1. (Color online) Schematic representation of the system in the CA representation on the left and
typical surface reactions according to the local acidity/basicity environment on the right.
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3. Results

3.1. Case studies

In what follows, we recall three case studies which have been recently investigated pointing out
common features and differences. For comparison, these case studies are investigated with identical
parameters, they will only differ by their initial state. We thus consider three initial configurations
corresponding to the bare metal, a metal passivated with a small default on the passivating layer, e.g., a
passivated metal with a scratch and finally a metal covered with an insulating layer, e.g., a metal with a
layer of paint on top again with a small default. The systems are shown in figure 2. The parameters have
been chosen to simplify the system and retain only the main phenomena. The parameters are Ndiff = 200,
Psse = 0.5, Poxi = 0, P′oxi = 5 · 10−4. Under these conditions, not all SSE reactions are considered but the
depassivation due to dissolution of the passive layer is taken into account with the non-zero value of P′oxi.
For computing time reasons, the value of Ndiff is relatively small and corresponds to rather high corrosion
rates or anodization conditions, but it is shown in [42] how to extrapolate to more realistic values. We
now briefly describe a common scenario, of which realization will be specific for the case studies.

Neutral

Bulk

Reactive

Passive

Acid

Base

Solid:

Solution:

Insulating
layer

Bulk
metal

a) Neutral
 solution

Reactive
interface

Bulk
metal

y

Neutral
 solution

Passive
surface

x/2

z

b) Neutral
 solution

Passive
surface

c) Neutral
 solution

Bulk
metal

Neutral
 solution

Insulating
surface

Figure 2. (Color online) Section of the starting configuration with a) bare metal surface, b) passivated
surface with a default and c) insulating surface with a default.

3.1.1. Bare metal surface

Figure 3 presents snapshots of the evolution of the system. The initial system corresponds to a bare
metal surface in contact with the solution, t = 0. The corrosion is initially slow and the system follows a
generalized corrosion regime t = 100, 1500. The flat surface is gradually covered with oxide and remains
relatively uniform althoughwith some small roughness and the solution is homogeneous with initially few
acidic and basic species. Acidic and basic species are produced respectively at the anodic and cathodic
sites and then they diffuse in a solution and neutralise each other when they meet one another.

From this uniform situation, a gradual increase of corrosion can be seen on the average height h
figure 4 (a), increasing h is oriented in the direction of corrosion. Faster corrosion is correlated with
an increase in concentration of acidic and basic species. The stochastic simulation may give rise to
inhomogeneities of acidic and basic species which for a given diffusion parameter Ndiff may not have the
possibility to neutralize. The mechanisms in the model show that this inhomogeneity is correlated with
the surface state via the surface half-reactions. More precisely, following the thermodynamics, the model
assumes that the passive layer (oxide layer) is stable in the basic environment. This means that such a
region will host cathodic reactions leading to a further basification of the environment. The neighbouring
cathodic region will, in contrast, remain acidic sustaining the corrosion evolution since the oxide layer is
not stable in acidic conditions. This results in autocatalytic evolution of the instability which maintains
the excess of one species in a given region, and the corrosion rate increases.

In the case of the plane metal surface investigated, the emergence of a fully passivated region
associated with a basic environment is associated around that zone to an acidic zone where fast corrosion
takes place (t = 2800). As the corrosion around proceeds, this leads to the formation of a peninsula
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Figure 3. (Color online) Evolution of the corrosion front from an initially bare metal for time steps
indicated in the figure. Note that periodic boundary conditions are assumed in the horizontal plane.
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Figure 4.Material loss as a function of time shown as equivalent a) height h for generalized corrosion, or
for pitting b) and occluded c) cavity radius Req as a function of the number of time steps t.

(t = 3080). As it grows, this peninsula is corroded around its base and may finally detach (t = 3200).
It is dissolved at once due to the value of Pdiss = 1. This metal detachment is the chunk effect: this
phenomenon was originally observed by Thiel and Eckel [57] and subsequently in [58–60], especially
on magnesium. More recently, it has shown a renewed interest in biodegradable materials [61, 62]. This
metal detachment sets the surface back to a state close to the initial state (t = 3280) and the same scenario
takes place in cycle with a new formation of a peninsula (t = 4080). This cyclic behaviour is clearly seen
in the material loss, figure 4 (a).

3.1.2. Pitting

In the case of pitting, the initial surface is passive and corrosion should not take place, with the
exception of the small default in the centre of the simulated surface. An other default may possibly
materialize by dissolution of the passive layer but the event is rare as the probability P′oxi = 5 · 10−4 is
very small.

At the passive layer default, a cavity grows slowly. In the cavity, one may have anodic or cathodic
reactions, whereas on the outer surface, only cathodic reactions can take place. This initial situation
is asymmetric and favours the corrosion inside the pit due to the creation of acidic sites in the cavity.
However, the growth is slow to start with, since the pit is small and the number of acidic sites created by
the anodic reaction is small. The cavity does not evolve much from the initial system through 25000 and
50000 time steps, as can be seen in figure 5. Note that the degradation of the passive layer is slow, it is
protected by the basic environment on the outside, and the species inside the cavity remain trapped. As
the cavity gradually grows, the number of acidic sites increases and may reach a sufficient accumulation
in the pit for the autocatalytic scenario to start. Corrosion dramatically increases in this phase visible in
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Figure 5. (Color online) Evolution of the pit front from an initially passivated metal with a default in the
cover at times indicated in the figure. Colour code as in figure 3.

the snapshot at t = 51000 and the cavity covers the simulation lattice only 200 time steps afterwards.
This behaviour is clearly observed in figure 4 (b), showing the equivalent cavity radius calculated as the
number of material loss sites Nloss according to Req = (

3Nloss
2π )

1/3. Three orders of magnitude separate the
two corrosion regimes.

3.1.3. Occluded corrosion

This case is the three dimensional extension of a case previously studied in two dimensions by Jean-
Pierre Badiali and coworkers [39, 44, 45] and has been investigated in [41]. The starting point for the
system is represented in the schematic CA representation given in figure 2 (c). A new species is added
here which represents the insulating layer (e.g., a paint) under which the occluded corrosion takes place.
In figure 6, one can observe snapshots of the system. Corrosion is slow to start with, at t = 460, the cavity
is small, the passive layer appears distributed over the whole cavity surface as can be seen in the upper
and lower representation. There are also few acidic and basic species in the cavity. Figure 4 (c) shows the
evolution of the average radius of the cavity. The slow corrosion regime is a generalized corrosion regime.

This regime is followed by a localized corrosion regime. This is visible in the fast evolution of the
cavity radius, figure 4 (c). The cavity is asymmetric. There are now two distinct regions in the cavity
visible in figure 6 for t = 560, 660. One region is passivated, rather rough and experiences little material
loss. It is surrounded by a basic solution. The other region is covered with reactive metal, it is smoother
and corrodes fast. It is surrounded by acidic solution. This corresponds to morphological experimental
observations [63]. Note that for the chosen parameters, the matter loss ratio is found more than two orders
of magnitude faster in the localized regime compared to the generalized one.

Figure 6. (Color online) Occluded corrosion snapshots, from left to right for simulation times as indicated.
The insulating layer and the bulkmetal are not shown. Top perspectivewith only reactivemetal and passive
layer shown. Bottom side view also showing acidic and basic species. Colour code as in figure 3.
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3.1.4. A common scenario

To our knowledge, this formalism is the only one capable of depicting generalized and localized
corrosion with three distinct cases of metal surface, pitting and occluded corrosion.

The three case studies have demonstrated that corrosion is slow at the beginning with a generalized
corrosion regime followed by a strong acceleration of the corrosion process of several orders of magnitude
when localized corrosion settles. Separation of half-reactions catalyzed by local different environment
is essential and material loss is substantially different in the anodic and cathodic regions. The cathodic
passivated regions experience little material loss whereas the anodic regions corrode fast.

The stochastic nature of the simulation is also crucial for the scenario. It is the source of inhomogeneity
on the surface: random spatial distribution of anodic and cathodic sites. Moreover, in the volume, the
neutralization is dependent on the neutralization of the acidic and basic sites which occurs as a random
walk event in the modelling of diffusion [equation (2.2)]. This randomness can lead to spatial density
inhomogeneities of acidic and basic species. The local excesses of acidic or basic species, may sometimes
be difficult to neutralize because the neutralization takes place essentially only on the dividing surface of
a given excess of a species (for instance acidic) with the neighbouring regions of different species (basic
species for instance). It has been shown that the kinetics of neutralization does not follow a standard
kinetic regime since it is the case when there is perfect mixing: the inhomogeneity is slower to neutralize
[64, 65]. The surface and solution inhomogeneities are then coupled by the two half-reactions.

3.2. The benefits of corrosion: in search of materials

We previously observed that kinetics and morphology of the surface are deeply related.
In the bare metal case and at an occluded corrosion, the localization of the anodic and cathodic zones

is random. In the case of pitting, the anodic region appears at the location of the default, which is placed
in the middle of the surface only for the reason of having the pit centred in the simulation. Here, we
intend to spatially orient the corrosion by prepatterning the initial surface into bare metal and the regions
covered with oxide. This can be achieved using stencil masks which can be realized using numerous
lithography techniques [66, 67]. These patterns have been chosen as disks of oxide of radius R. As we
shall consider the lattices of 2048×3544×544 to allow for the description of a repeating pattern, we need
to use a value of Ndiff where calculation time remains reasonable. We set Ndiff = 100. Such large lattices
have been made accessible by using GPU computing techniques, in NVIDIA’s CUDA environment [68].
A typical initial surface is shown in figure 7 for t = 0.

We can observe at t = 100, the appearance of oxide over the whole surface. However, the initial
oxide patterns are dominant and have grown in size in comparison with their initial size. At this stage,
the patterns induce a separation between anodic and cathodic zones. This separation becomes more
pronounced at t = 200, where one can see that the oxide is restricted to regions around the initial
patterns. The rest of the metal surface has been cleaned, in the sense that the acidic medium in these areas
hinders the formation of oxide and supports its dissolution. Finally, for t = 300, due to the corrosion in
the bare metal regions, three-dimensional columns emerge from the surface.

To study the effects of this prepatterning, we have compared different cases. The first is again a bare
metal, which serves as a reference, then systems with disks of oxide of various radius. The equivalent
height of the layer is reported in figure 8. In the order of no oxide to more oxide on the initial surface, we
can observe that the behaviour is non-monotonous. First for R = 150, the current with respect to the bare

Figure 7. (Color online) Snapshots of the surface for different times as indicated in the figure from
R = 100 initial patterns. Colour code as in figure 3.
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Figure 8. (Color online) Average height of the surface for different initial oxide radius.

Figure 9. (Color online) Sideview of the surface for t = 300 of the snapshots of figure 7. Color code as
in figure 3.

surface increases, which is due to the transition to a localized corrosion which starts earlier since it is
promoted by the prepatterning. If the size of patterns is further increased, the behaviour is reversed. The
curves are lower and can even become lower than the bare metal surface. This can be understood due to
an increasing passivation which, finally, becomes a leading effect.

This study has two features which are of interest. Firstly, figure 9 shows that a simple surface
prepatterning may be used to orient and obtain three-dimensional structures.

Secondly, there are situations when acceleration of corrosion is needed. This is the purpose of
biodegradable materials, such as those needed in surgery like stents or prothesis as bone reparing screws
[62]. The geometrically organized surface permits a finer control with a more homogeneous corrosion.
Experiments have been conducted illustrating the galvanic effect of depositing on the surface of noble
metals such as Au or Pt [67, 69] deposited on iron which exhibit a similar scenario. Here, we propose
to use the oxide itself as a natural replacement. One point of interest is that it is produced in the course
of a corrosion process itself and will follow the morphology of the metallic interface, whereas initially
deposited metals will eventually fall off.

4. Conclusion

In this paper, we study a modelling of corrosion based on spatially separated electrochemical half-
reactions, diffusion, acido-basic neutralization in solution and passive properties of the oxide layers.
The CA modelling framework is shown to be well suited to include these features. The CA modelling
extends the macroscopic deterministic approaches providing microscopic features via the introduction
of stochastic effects. We show that by only varying the initial conditions, the same model can describe
the generalized corrosion and the localized corrosions, active and passive surfaces, including occluded
corrosion phenomena. A common scenario emerges, where a fast localized corrosion is associated with
spatial separation of anodic and cathodic reactions. The stochastic approach is essential to trigger the
instability leading to spatial separation of anodic and cathodic regions and, respectively, acidic and basic
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zones in a solution. Kinetic regimes and morphology appear to be closely related. This motivated the
investigation of a specific initial metal surface state with a prepatterned oxide layer covered metal. The
study shows that the method can be used to control the material morphology and gain a better control
of the kinetics of the corrosion rate. The model will be completed in future to include other phenomena
such as oxygen evolution or IR drop and will account for quantities like pitting factor [70, 71]. This study
is highly indebted to Jean-Pierre Badiali for the concepts and the model developed.

Acknowledgements

M. Zenkri, F. Raouafi, F. Ben Cheikh Larbi and D. di Caprio acknowledge the financial support by
the PHC Utique program of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of higher education
and research and the Tunisian Ministry of higher education and scientific research in the CMCU project
number 17G1207.

References

1. Moulinier F., TSM, 2010, 7/8, 26, doi:10.1051/tsm/201007026.
2. Jacobson G., International Measures of Prevention, Application, and Economics of Corrosion Technologies

Study, URL http://impact.nace.org/economic-impact.aspx, 2016.
3. Ahmed Z., Principles of Corrosion Engineering and Corrosion Control, Butterworth-Heinamann, Oxford, 2006.
4. Tarity T.D., Koch C.N., Burket J.C., Wright T.M., Westrich G.H., J. Arthroplasty, 2017, 32, 1033,

doi:10.1016/j.arth.2016.09.038.
5. Committee A.I.H., ASM Handbook, Vol. 13, Part 2, ASM International, Materials Park, Ohio, 1990.
6. McCafferty E., Introduction to Corrosion Science, Springer-Verlag, New York, 2010.
7. Féron D., Crusset D., Corros. Eng. Sci. Technol., 2014, 49, No. 6, 540, doi:10.1179/1743278214Y.0000000193.
8. Marcus P., Corrosion Mechanisms in Theory and Practice, 3rd Edn., CRC Press, Boca Raton, 2011.
9. Féron D. (Ed.), Nuclear Corrosion Science and Engineering, Woodhead Publishing, Oxford, 2012.

10. Vuillemin B., Philippe X., Oltra R., Vignal V., Coudreuse L., Dufour L.C., Finot E., Corros. Sci., 2003, 45,
1143, doi:10.1016/S0010-938X(02)00222-6.

11. Völker E., Inchauspe C.G., Calvo E.J., Electrochem. Commun., 2006, 8, 179,
doi:10.1016/j.elecom.2005.10.003.

12. Yin Y., Niu L., Lu M., Guo W., Chen S., Appl. Surf. Sci., 2009, 255, No. 22, 9193,
doi:10.1016/j.apsusc.2009.07.003.

13. Fernández-Pérez B.M., Izquierdo J., González S., Souto R.M., J. Solid State Electrochem., 2014, 18, 2983,
doi:10.1007/s10008-014-2397-z.

14. Ryan M.P., Williams D.E., Chater R.J., Hutton B.M., McPhail D.S., Nature, 2002, 415, 770,
doi:10.1038/415770a.

15. Oltra R., Maurice V., Akid R., Marcus P. (Eds.), Local Probe Techniques for Corrosion Research, Woodhead
Publishing, Oxford, 2007.

16. ThompsonW.T., KayeM.H., Bale C.W., Pelton A.D. (Eds.), Pourbaix Diagrams for Multielement Systems, John
Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken, 2011.

17. Heurtault S., Propagation d’une Piqure Unique de Corrosion sur Acier Inoxydable Austenitique, Ph.D. thesis,
Universite P. et M. Curie, 2016.

18. Keir J., Philos. Trans. R. Soc. London, 1790, 80, 359, doi:10.1098/rstl.1790.0024.
19. Kelly R.G., Scully J.R., Shoesmith D., Buchheit R.G., Electrochemical Techniques in Corrosion Science and

Engineering, CRC Press, New York, 2002.
20. Galvele J.R., J. Electrochem. Soc., 1976, 123, No. 4, 464, doi:10.1149/1.2132857.
21. Galvele J.R., Corros. Sci., 1981, 21, No. 8, 551, doi:10.1016/0010-938X(81)90009-3.
22. Heurtault S., Robin R., Rouillard F., Vivier V., Electrochim. Acta, 2016, 203, 316,

doi:10.1016/j.electacta.2016.01.084.
23. Dillmann P., Neff D., Féron D., Corros. Eng. Sci. Technol., 2014, 49, No. 6, 567,

doi:10.1179/1743278214Y.0000000214.
24. Gunasegaram D.R., Venkatraman M.S., Cole I.S., Int. Mater. Rev., 2014, 59, 84,

doi:10.1179/1743280413Y.0000000024.
25. Taylor C.D., Corros. Eng. Sci. Technol., 2015, 50, No. 7, 490, doi:10.1179/1743278215Y.0000000012.

33802-11

https://doi.org/10.1051/tsm/201007026
http://impact.nace.org/economic-impact.aspx
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.arth.2016.09.038
https://doi.org/10.1179/1743278214Y.0000000193
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0010-938X(02)00222-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.elecom.2005.10.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apsusc.2009.07.003
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10008-014-2397-z
https://doi.org/10.1038/415770a
https://doi.org/10.1098/rstl.1790.0024
https://doi.org/10.1149/1.2132857
https://doi.org/10.1016/0010-938X(81)90009-3
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electacta.2016.01.084
https://doi.org/10.1179/1743278214Y.0000000214
https://doi.org/10.1179/1743280413Y.0000000024
https://doi.org/10.1179/1743278215Y.0000000012


M. Zenkri et al.

26. Macdonald D.D., Electrochim. Acta, 2011, 56, No. 4, 1761, doi:10.1016/j.electacta.2010.11.005.
27. Thébault F., Vuillemin B., Oltra R., Allely C., Ogle K., Corros. Sci., 2011, 53, 201,

doi:10.1016/j.corsci.2010.09.010.
28. Thébault F., Vuillemin B., Oltra R., Allely C., Ogle K., Electrochim. Acta, 2012, 82, 349,

doi:10.1016/j.electacta.2012.04.068.
29. Féron D., Macdonald D.D. (Eds.), Prediction of Long Term Corrosion Behaviour in Nuclear Waste Systems:

Proceedings of an International Workshop, Cadarache, France, 2002, Maney Publishing, London, 2003.
30. Liu M., Jin Y., Zhang C., Leygraf C., Wen L., Appl. Surf. Sci., 2015, 357, Part B, 2028,

doi:10.1016/j.apsusc.2015.09.180.
31. Bouzoubaa A., Diawara B., Maurice V., Minot C., Marcus P., Corros. Sci., 2009, 51, 2174,

doi:10.1016/j.corsci.2009.05.048.
32. Taylor C.D., Int. J. Corros., 2012, 2012, 1, doi:10.1155/2012/204640.
33. Policastro S.A., Carnahan J.C., Zangari G., Bart-Smith H., Seker E., Begley M.R., Reed M.L., Reynolds P.F.,

Kelly R.G., J. Electrochem. Soc., 2010, 157, C328, doi:10.1149/1.3478572.
34. Pérez-Brokate C.F., di Caprio D., Féron D., De Lamare J., Chaussé A., In: Cellular Automata. ACRI 2014.

Lecture Notes in Computer Science, Vol. 8751, Wąs J., Sirakoulis G.C., Bandini S. (Eds.), Springer, Cham,
2014, 187–196, doi:10.1007/978-3-319-11520-7_20.

35. Meakin P., Jøssang T., Feder J., Phys. Rev. E, 1993, 48, No. 4, 2906, doi:10.1103/PhysRevE.48.2906.
36. Córdoba-Torres P., Nogueira R., de Miranda L., Brenig L., Wallenborn J., Fairén V., Electrochim. Acta, 2001,

46, No. 19, 2975, doi:10.1016/S0013-4686(01)00524-2.
37. Di Caprio D., Vautrin-Ul C., Stafiej J., Saunier J., Chaussé A., Féron D., Badiali J.P., Corros. Sci., 2011, 53,

No. 1, 418, doi:10.1016/j.corsci.2010.09.052.
38. Malki B., Baroux B., Corros. Sci., 2005, 47, No. 1, 171, doi:10.1016/j.corsci.2004.05.004.
39. Vautrin-Ul C., Chaussé A., Stafiej J., Badiali J.P., Pol. J. Chem., 2004, 78, No. 9, 1795.
40. Vautrin-Ul C., Mendy H., Taleb A., Chaussé A., Stafiej J., Badiali J.P., Corros. Sci., 2008, 50, No. 8, 2149,

doi:10.1016/j.corsci.2008.03.012.
41. Pérez-Brokate C.F., di Caprio D., Féron D., de Lamare J., Chaussé A., Corros. Sci., 2016, 111, 230,

doi:10.1016/j.corsci.2016.04.009.
42. Pérez-Brokate C.F., di Caprio D., Féron D., de Lamare J., Chaussé A., Corros. Eng. Sci. Technol., 2017, in

press, doi:10.1080/1478422X.2017.1311074.
43. Pérez-Brokate C.F., di Caprio D., Mahé É., Féron D., de Lamare J., J. Comput. Sci., 2015, 11, 269,

doi:10.1016/j.jocs.2015.08.005.
44. Nainville I., Lemarchand A., Badiali J.P., Electrochim. Acta, 1996, 41, 1855,

doi:10.1016/0013-4686(95)00504-8.
45. Nainville I., Lemarchand A., Badiali J.P., Electrochim. Acta, 1996, 41, No. 18, 2855,

doi:10.1016/0013-4686(96)00113-2.
46. Lafage M., Windel D., Russier V., Badiali J.P., Electrochim. Acta, 1997, 42, No. 19, 2841,

doi:10.1016/S0013-4686(97)00105-9.
47. Lafage M., Russier V., Badiali J.P., J. Electroanal. Chem., 1998, 450, No. 2, 203,

doi:10.1016/S0022-0728(97)00647-5.
48. Taleb A., Stafiej J., Chaussé A., Messina R., Badiali J.P., J. Electroanal. Chem., 2001, 500, 554,

doi:10.1016/S0022-0728(00)00433-2.
49. Saunier J., Chaussé A., Stafiej J., Badiali J.P., J. Electroanal. Chem., 2004, 563, No. 2, 239,

doi:10.1016/j.jelechem.2003.09.017.
50. Saunier J., Dymitrowska M., Chaussé A., Stafiej J., Badiali J.P., J. Electroanal. Chem., 2005, 582, 267,

doi:10.1016/j.jelechem.2005.03.047.
51. Di Caprio D., Vautrin-Ul C., Stafiej J., Saunier J., Chaussé A., Féron D., Badiali J.P., Corros. Sci., 2011, 53,

No. 1, 418, doi:10.1016/j.corsci.2010.09.052.
52. Taleb A., Stafiej J., Badiali J.P., J. Phys. Chem. C, 2007, 111, 9086, doi:10.1021/jp066680v.
53. Vautrin-UlC., ChausséA., Stafiej J., Badiali J.P., Condens.Matter Phys., 2004, 7, 813, doi:10.5488/CMP.7.4.813.
54. Vautrin-Ul C., Taleb A., Stafiej J., Chaussé A., Badiali J.P., Electrochim. Acta, 2007, 52, No. 17, 5368,

doi:10.1016/j.electacta.2007.02.051.
55. Engelhardt G., Urquidi-Macdonald M., Macdonald D.D., Corros. Sci., 1997, 39, No. 3, 419,

doi:10.1016/S0010-938X(97)86095-7.
56. Stafiej J., di Caprio D., Bartosik Ł., J. Supercomputing, 2013, 65, No. 2, 697, doi:10.1007/s11227-013-0933-8.
57. Thiel A., Eckell J., Korros. Metallschutz, 1928, 4, 121.
58. Straumanis M.E., J. Electrochem. Soc., 1958, 105, No. 5, 284, doi:10.1149/1.2428825.
59. Marsh G.A., Schaschl E., J. Electrochem. Soc., 1960, 107, No. 12, 960, doi:10.1149/1.2427579.

33802-12

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electacta.2010.11.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.corsci.2010.09.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electacta.2012.04.068
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apsusc.2015.09.180
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.corsci.2009.05.048
https://doi.org/10.1155/2012/204640
https://doi.org/10.1149/1.3478572
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-11520-7_20
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevE.48.2906
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0013-4686(01)00524-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.corsci.2010.09.052
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.corsci.2004.05.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.corsci.2008.03.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.corsci.2016.04.009
https://doi.org/10.1080/1478422X.2017.1311074
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jocs.2015.08.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/0013-4686(95)00504-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/0013-4686(96)00113-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0013-4686(97)00105-9
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0022-0728(97)00647-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0022-0728(00)00433-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jelechem.2003.09.017
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jelechem.2005.03.047
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.corsci.2010.09.052
https://doi.org/10.1021/jp066680v
https://doi.org/10.5488/CMP.7.4.813
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electacta.2007.02.051
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0010-938X(97)86095-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11227-013-0933-8
https://doi.org/10.1149/1.2428825
https://doi.org/10.1149/1.2427579


Contribution of cellular automata to the understanding of corrosion phenomena

60. Straumanis M.E., Welch G.E., James W.J., J. Electrochem. Soc., 1964, 111, No. 11, 1292,
doi:10.1149/1.2425983.

61. AndreiM., di Gabriele F., Bonora P., Scantlebury D., Mater. Corros., 2003, 54, 5, doi:10.1002/maco.200390010.
62. Yun Y., Dong Z., Lee N., Liu Y., Xue D., Guo X., Kuhlmann J., Doepke A., Halsall H.B., Heineman W.,

Sundaramurthy S., Schulz M.J., Yin Z., Shanov V., Hurd D., Nagy P., Li W., Mater. Today, 2009, 12, No. 10,
22, doi:10.1016/S1369-7021(09)70273-1.

63. Balázs L., Phys. Rev. E, 1996, 54, No. 2, 1183, doi:10.1103/PhysRevE.54.1183.
64. Benson D.A., Bolster D., Paster A., J. Chem. Phys., 2013, 138, 131101, doi:10.1063/1.4800799.
65. Di Caprio D., Stafiej J., Stepien J., In: Proceedings of the International Conference on Scientific Computing

(Las Vegas, 2016), Arabnia H.R., Jandieri G., Tinetti F.G. (Eds.), Las Vegas, 2016, 158.
66. Yun H., Kim S., Kim H., Lee J., McAllister K., Kim J., Pyo S., Kim J.S., Campbell E.E.B., Lee W.H., Lee S.W.,

Sci. Rep., 2015, 5, 10220, doi:10.1038/srep10220.
67. Huang T., Zheng Y., Sci. Rep., 2016, 6, 23627, doi:10.1038/srep23627.
68. CUDA, CUDA, 2000, URL http://www.nvidia.com/object/cuda_home_new.html.
69. Cheng J., Huang T., Zheng Y., Mater. Sci. Eng. C, 2015, 48, 679, doi:10.1016/j.msec.2014.12.053.
70. Féron D., Crusset D., Corros. Eng. Sci. Technol., 2014, 49, No. 6, 540, doi:10.1179/1743278214Y.0000000193.
71. Dillmann P., Neff D., Féron D., Corros. Eng. Sci. Technol., 2014, 49, No. 6, 567,

doi:10.1179/1743278214Y.0000000214.

Вклад методу комiркового автомату в розумiння корозiйних

явищ

М. Зенкрi1,2,3, Д. дi Капрiо2, С. Перез-Брокат4, Д. Ферон4,5, Ж. де Ламар4,
А.Шусe5, Ф. Бен Шейх Ларбi1,3, Ф. Руафi1,3

1 Лабораторiя фiзичної хiмiї мiкроструктур i мiкросистем, Iнститут наукових i технiчних дослiджень,
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2 Дослiдницький унiверситет науки та лiтератури Парижу, Chimie ParisTech— CNRS, Iнститут хiмiчних
дослiджень Парижу, Париж, Францiя

3 Факультет наук Бiзерту, 7021 Ярзуна, Унiверситет Карфагену, Тунiс
4 Лабораторiя корозiї та поведiнки матерiалiв у середовищi, Комiсарiат атомної та альтернативної
енергетики (SCCME), Унiверситет “Париж-Сакле”, Гiф-сюр-Iвет, Францiя

5 Лабораторiя аналiзу i моделювання бiологiї та навколишнього середовища, дослiдницький центр 8587,
CNRS-CEA-Унiверситет Еврi Валь Есон, Францiя

Представлено стохастичний метод моделювання корозiї на основi роздiлених у просторi електрохiмiчних
напiв-реакцiй, дифузiї, лужно-кислотної нейтралiзацiї розчину i пасивуючих властивостей оксидних ша-
рiв. Єдиний пiдхiд дозволяє для рiзних початкових умов описувати узагальнену корозiю, локалiзовану
корозiю, реактивнi та пасивнi поверхнi, в тому числi явища абсорбованої корозiї. Спонтанне просторове
роздiлення анодної та катодної зон пов’язане з чистим металом i пасивованим металом на поверхнi, а
також з локальною кислотнiстю розчину. Ця змiна є наслiдком набагато бiльшої швидкостi корозiї. Мор-
фологiя матерiалу тiсно пов’язана з кiнетикою корозiї,що може бути використано у прикладних техноло-
гiях.
Ключовi слова: електрохiмiя, корозiя, локалiзована корозiя, пасивацiя, комiрковий автомат
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